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Central Europe in this context means 
geographical:

• Germany 

• The Netherlands

• with some aspects from other countries
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Ø Precipitation

showers and
thunderstorms

dry 
springtime
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Ø Sunshine Index

inconspicious values
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harvest volume – forecast (IVG 2012)
dependig on weather conditions
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extraction area – IVG study 2012

without new permissions

new permissions
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Since 2013 government of Lower Saxony is 
formed by SPD (social democratic party) and the 
Green Party.

They started a shift of paradigm in peatland politics 
focused on nature and climate conservation.

Areas with priority for peat extraction were 
dramaticly reduced and areas with priority for 
peat conservation installed including a general 
ban of extraction.
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For new extraction sites climate compensation is 
required in a factor between 0.25ha up to 1.0ha 
per hectar extraction.

NABU-IVG-concept is developed as a common 
position paper between an eNGO and the industry 
for the future peat extraction in Germany. 

According to this paper policy was forced to 
maintain peat extraction in the federal state 
(Lower Saxony) regional planning programme. 

Counteraction:
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Available

market demand

available 
resources 
on base of 
existing 
permissions

gap of 70% 
in 10 years
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Renewable materials can not cover the 
increasing gap completely.

On the market site big retailers start to ask more 
and more for peat reduced or peat free products 
and postulate this in their strategies and 
purchasing regulations.

Shoping guides
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Germany  
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Switzerland   - Zuger Zeitung 13. August 2017
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Conclusion

Use of alternative raw materials like compost or 
wood fibre will increase especially for the hobby 
market.

Renewable materials can not cover the increasing 
gap completely – especially for the professional 
horticulture market.

Demand for growing media are more likely to go up 
than down.
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Development

• Peat industry as provider for conservation projects 
and user of Peat arising in measures 

New extraction sites will be developed in cooperation 
with nature conservation – governmental or NGOs:

• Extraction projects as concept to restore 
agricultural used peatlands

• “Traditional” extraction projects with external 
compensation in natural / protected areas
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Research projects

Erprobung und Entwicklung der 
Optimierung von Hochmoorsanierung 
auf landwirtschaftlich vorgenutzten 
Standorten zur Erhöhung von 
Biodiversität und 
Kohlenstoffspeicherung

Vermehrung seltener 
Bulttorfmoose aus regionaler 
Herkunft und Etablierung in 
wiedervernässten Hochmooren 
nach Abtorfung. 



BALTIC PEAT FORUM 2017                                          RIGA

DevelopmentInventorisation Project 2018-20209

Geological Mapping of organic soils with
climate potential in the region of Emsland

5,000 bores
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International Peatland Society



BALTIC PEAT FORUM 2017                                          RIGA

Tasks for IPS

To serve politicians and decision makers with fact-
based information about peatlands and use of peat.

IPS Project – Peat for Food
• Analyses of the future market demand for GM 

and peat
• Analyses of the potential of affected

or degraded peatlands with suitable
peat ressources
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IPS Project – Peat Dialogue

• Open dialogue between peat industry and 
eNGOs without prejuding the outcome

• Placement of a common statement to policy, 
decision makers and public awarness

• Elaboration of common positions between 
eNGOs and peat industry
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IPS Project – Wiki Peat 

• Placement of science based facts in web
• Involvement of IPS members in practical work 

with little effort and visible success

Don´t ask what IPS is doing for you –
we would like you to engage yourself !


